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TEXT:  John 3:5-8 
THEME:  THE POWER OF BAPTISM 
 1.  Conveying Christ’s Blessings 
 2.  Creating Christian Faith 
 

Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of 
God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.  Flesh gives birth to flesh, 
but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. (John 3:5-6) NIV84 
 
Dear Baptized Children of God: 
 
One of the greatest joys connected with the pastoral ministry is being God’s 
hand and the congregation’s representative in performing Baptisms.  As I 
sprinkle water on a sleeping infant’s head or splash it more liberally on the 
head of an adult, I find myself thinking, “If only we could see what is actually 
happening.”  Never again would we take Baptism for granted or grumble about 
the time it added to a worship service.  We’d want to crowd around the 
baptismal font, if we could, or at least sit on the edge of our pew in rapt 
attention.  And we’d surely want to concentrate on the words being used.  For 
those divine words connect rich blessings with Baptism’s water and create the 
faith needed to receive them.  Yes, if only we could see what was happening! 
 
CUE 19.1—CONVEYING CHRIST’S BLESSINGS 
Have you noticed the stress Luther placed on God’s Word in Holy Baptism?  
“It [Baptism] is water used by God’s command and connected with God’s 
Word,” he began.  “Baptism works forgiveness of sin, delivers from death and 
the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the words and 
promises of God declare,” he continued.  In the section before us today he 
reaffirms “It is certainly not the water that does such things, but God’s Word 
which is in and with the water.” 
 
What would Baptism be without God’s Word connected with it?  At worst a 
superstitious washing—like the heathen bathing in a certain hallowed river 
and receiving nothing, regardless of how often or long they splash.  At best, it 
would be a superficial Christian ceremony in which parents are the actors, 
reverently giving a name to their child and dedicating him or her to the Lord.  
Of course, water is important.  God connected it with Baptism.  But water by 
itself is nothing and can do nothing.  Just as the water of the Jordan by itself 
could not cleanse General Naaman of his leprous sores (2 Kings 5), as we 
heard last week, or just as the bronze snake, lifted up in Israel’s camp, could 
not by itself rescue those bitten by poisonous snakes (Numbers 21), so the 



Pentecost 19A, Baptism #3, October 15 & 16 2017 

 

2 

 

water in Baptism without God’s promise could wash away no sin.  God 
cleanses us “by the washing with water through the Word,” Paul 
summarized so emphatically (Ephesians 5:26).  As the water hits the head, 
God’s Word of promise penetrates to the heart, conveying all the blessings he 
has prepared for us in Christ. 
 
If only we could see at that baptismal font how God’s hand reaches down with 
his word of promise to connect the blessings of salvation with the water of 
Baptism. 
 
CREATING CHRISTIAN FAITH 
Another hand is needed in Baptism—the hand of faith to receive those 
blessings.  Not only is the sinner born without that hand, he cannot create it 
for himself.  “Flesh gives birth to flesh,” Jesus said in our text.  Just as we 
inherit our genetic makeup from our parents, we also inherit our spiritual 
makeup.  And that puts us outside of God’s kingdom with no hope of ever 
getting in.  Sin is not just something we do now and then in moments of 
weakness.  It is something we are by birth.  Our inherited nature is utterly 
infected and horribly corrupted, shot through and through with unbelief.  No 
more than a dead plant can water itself and cause new life, can the human 
heart come to faith and embrace Christ’s treasures.  Only as we realize how 
handicapped the sinner is, will we appreciate the miracle God performs at the 
baptismal font.   
 
“No one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and 
the Spirit,” Jesus said in our text.  This side of eternity, we’ll never grasp the 
mystery in those words, but the method is no secret.  Through the washing of 
water with the Word, the Holy Spirit creates faith’s hand to receive Christ’s 
blessings.  We are brought to the baptismal font as Satan’s child, destined for 
his hell.  And we are brought away from that font as God’s own child, 
designated for a never-ending life in heaven.  At that font, our name is not only 
given on earth but much more so, written by God’s grace in heaven.  The 
miracle of faith is ours, worked by the Holy Spirit through God’s powerful 
Word.  The clenched fist of unbelief is turned, by his working, into the hand of 
faith, carrying home Christ’s blessings. 
 
If only we could see what happens at the baptismal font, we’d want to look 
again and again at our own baptism in thankfulness for the blessings it brings 
us and the faith to receive them.  Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 
 
Dear Lord, we marvel at the power of Holy Baptism.  Through our baptism, 
you have given us new birth and life, making us members of your holy family.  
For this, we recall with gratitude our own baptism.  Remind us again that we 
begin, live out, and conclude each day of our life as members of your 
heavenly household.  Help us to live in this world as your redeemed children, 
serving you and our fellowmen in love and devotion.  In doing so, we praise 
your holy name, O blessed Trinity.  Amen. 


